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2016 South Carolina Forests and Drinking Water Forum 
Final Report 
February 2016 

 
 
On January 27th, 60 stakeholders from the South Carolina forestry, drinking water, and 
conservation sectors (Appendix A) convened at Saluda Shoals Park’s River Center in 
Irmo, South Carolina for the second South Carolina Forests and Drinking Water Forum. 
This Forum was a follow-up to a 2012 meeting in Greenville that launched the 
Southeastern Partnership for Forests and Water (see Appendix B for Forum 
background and planning information).  
 
The goal of the second South Carolina Forum was to enhance communication 
and collaboration between the drinking water, forestry and conservation sectors 
for watershed protection in South Carolina.  
 
Forum objectives included: 

• Review successful watershed protection/restoration case studies in North 
and South Carolina, 

• Identify pilot project opportunities in South Carolina, 
• Discuss funding needs and opportunities, 
• Develop next steps for collaborative watershed protection projects. 

 
The South Carolina Forests and Drinking Water Forum was convened with 
the knowledge that forests and drinking water are strongly connected and dependent 
on each other. Southeastern forests that are actively managed can help protect and 
increase drinking water supplies while also providing economic benefits. The Forum 
was intended to continue fostering a collaborative relationship between the forestry, 
drinking water, and conservation sectors, and to think creatively about how to work 
together in high priority regions to achieve common watershed protection goals.  
 
The Forum’s morning program included a welcome and introduction from Gene 
Kodama, State Forester with the South Carolina Forestry Commission, and Kellee 
Melton, Assistant State Conservationist with the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS). Kodama and Melton emphasized the many economic, public health, 
and other values of forests and drinking water, and reminded participants about the 
strong connection between the two. They encouraged participants to think creatively 
about ways to collaborate on watershed protection to benefit both forestry and 
drinking water.  
 
Participants introduced themselves and stated the most important thing they wanted to 
leave the Forum with, which included: 

• Learning about watershed efforts and organizations,  
• Building partnerships/relationships,  
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• Learning about and exploring free market financing mechanisms for watershed 
protection (such as Payment for Watershed Services models),  

• Finding ways to support forest landowners and utilities, 
• Building watershed protection momentum, 
• Identifying on the ground watershed protection projects. 

 
Next, brief presentations updated participants on progress since the 2012 Greenville 
Forum), and showcased examples of successful watershed protection efforts and 
success factors regionally and around the country (see Appendix C for Forum 
program).  
 
The rest of the morning and the entire afternoon was devoted to three facilitated 
breakout groups focused on discussing watershed protection activities and needs in 
three South Carolina regions/watersheds – Upstate, Catawba/Pee Dee, and 
Midlands/Low Country. Results from a registration survey helped participants identify 
regional watershed protection strengths and needs (Appendix D). Facilitators used 
watershed protection success factors and a state watershed map to help breakout 
groups identify opportunities (see Appendix E for Watershed Protection Success 
Factors). The state watershed map is on the Southeastern Partnership for Forests and 
Water Google Share Site at https://sites.google.com/a/scrwa.org/south-east-water-
quality-collaborative/home?pli=1 . 
 
Immediate Forum Follow-Up Actions 
 

Breakout group discussions identified several immediate follow-up actions to continue 
momentum, strengthen support of the forestry, drinking water, and conservation 
sectors, and begin to focus on local watershed protection needs: 
 

1. Support the SC Forestry Commission, SC Forestry Association, SC Rural 
Water, and NRCS in the work they do with forest landowners and utilities, 
including supporting legislation and policy, seeking collaborative funding for 
specific projects and targeted landowner/utility outreach, and coordinating on 
watershed protection efforts, including landowner outreach through the SC 
Association’s Top Logger Program. ACTION 1A – By March 15, Herb Nicholson, 
Guy Sabin, Jill Miller, and Sabrenna Bryant will work with their organization’s 
leaders to provide concise information to Forum participants and other key 
contacts about how to support their organization’s missions and customers to 
achieve improved watershed collaboration. ACTION 1B – By March 15, Herb 
Nicholson will work with Gene Kodama to determine how partners can support 
SC Forestry Commission’s current request to fund 10 regional foresters. These 
foresters could potentially support landowner and utility outreach in priority 
watersheds. 

2. Help water utilities with source water protection planning and 
implementation in priority watersheds.  ACTION 2A – Beginning immediately, 
South Carolina Rural Water Association (James Kilgo) and others can help 
utilities in priority watersheds identify funding sources (including SC DHEC’s 
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new Source Water Protection Grant Program), draft funding proposals, educate 
boards/commissions and customers, and work with forest landowners, state 
forestry agencies/associations, and other partners. 

3. Support Bill 519 in the SC Legislature right now, which would enable 
continuation of the South Carolina Conservation Bank, an important funding 
source for conservation easements which can support watershed protection. 
ACTION 3A – Circulate information on how to support this legislation to meeting 
participants (completed). 

4. Organize local watershed-focused forestry and drinking water 
collaboration meetings to continue to build momentum and partnerships, 
establish priorities, and find funding. The group identified the following areas as 
having good potential, based on their review of success factors in Appendix E: 
Winyah Basin, Cowasee, Shaws Creek, Edisto, Reedy River, Upper Saluda, City 
of Greenville’s source watershed. ACTION 4A – By April 1 2016, Kitty Weisman, 
Peter Stangel and the Forum planning team will identify one or two watersheds 
where there is sufficient funding and interest to begin a watershed protection 
program planning process. ACTION 4B – By May 1, 2016 the Forum planning 
team will identify individuals in these pilot watersheds who can serve in a 
leadership capacity (Peter Stangel has begun this for the Cowassee). 

5. Explore possible statewide program to loan out temporary forest road 
construction project bridges to prevent erosion at river crossings. NRCS is a 
possible funding source for this project. The SC Forestry Commission could 
perhaps serve as the bridge repository/grantee. North Carolina and Virginia have 
similar	programs. A challenge is where to keep the loaner bridges when they are 
not in use. ACTION 5A – By June 1, 2016 the Kitty Weisman and Herb 
Nicholson will research options for a forest road construction bridge loaner 
program and report to the Forum Planning team and present findings to Forum 
planning team for discussion and decision making. ACTION 5B – By July 1, 
2016, Kitty Weisman and Herb Nicholson will begin working with partners to 
implement any decisions on how to move forward with this program. 

6. Evaluate how best to plug our efforts into South Carolina’s State Water 
Plan review process. ACTION 6A – By April 1, 2016 Kitty Weisman and Jill 
Miller will research the SC State Water Plan review process and develop a list of 
options for how to participate in this process. ACTION 6B – By April 15, 2016 
Kitty Weisman and Jill Miller will present SC State Water Plan participation 
options to the Forum planning team and the group will decide how to move 
forward and who to involve. 

 
Breakout Group Discussion Information and Follow-Up Ideas 
 

Breakout groups also discussed specific information and follow-up ideas which are 
presented below by breakout group/region. While the ideas below were considered 
and discussed, the lists below do not indicate that the group reached consensus about 
supporting them: 
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Catawba/Pee Dee 
 

• Winyah Basin and Camden-Wateree are two watersheds where we could focus 
our efforts. 

• American Rivers is working to make the case for watershed protection in Winyah 
Basin – Pee Dee River, north of Florence to the coast. They have priority areas 
identified, but need help moving forward. Opportunity to submit a proposal to 
NRCS RCPP but need to build momentum. The presence of champions and 
partners is missing – need help making the case, recruiting partners. 

• Winyah Basin - need utility buy in – need help reaching out to utilities and 
making the case for their participation; partners include Grand Strand, 
Georgetown, Florence, Georgetown County, Pee Dee Land Trust. Involve 
mayors and utility managers/public works directors. 

• Lake Wateree – nutrient and algae issues; there is a Catawba-Wateree Users 
Management Group, in partnership with Duke Energy, addressing water quality, 
drought management, flood control, other partners include DNR, Scenic Rivers, 
City of Camden, two land trusts including Catawba Land Trust, Lake Wateree 
Homeowners Association. Opportunity to bring in forest conservation as an 
initiative. This group has done some mapping of protection priorities. Help them 
develop their partnerships and move forward. 

• Assist Randy Kelly with watershed planning grant proposal to DHEC SWP 
planning grant program. 

• Watershed prioritization tools include: EPA DW Maps about to come online 
(HUC 12 level, land use, drinking water sources); SC Forestry Commission has 
done mapping of parcels; NRCS has Web Soil Survey data/tool; Univ. of Mass. 
Watershed Management Priority Index tool. 

• The Nature Conservancy has a Savannah River white paper that makes the case 
for watershed protection (this paper will be posted on the SE Partnership 
Google Share Site at https://sites.google.com/a/scrwa.org/south-east-water-
quality-collaborative/home?pli=1 .  

• Determine the financial benefits/values of forests, conservation actions, forest 
practices and support these with funding and long-term contracts, cost-share 
agreements for BMP’s, easements, and outreach/education. 

• Explore all possible tools – not just easements. Tools include financial incentives 
(including Payment for Watershed Services and tax incentives), cost-share, 
alternate cash flows, non-perpetual agreements. 

• Reaching forest landowners is a challenge – many may not realize their forest is 
an asset. 

• Reach out to Professor Tuffard at USC who has information that may be helpful 
• Land Trust Alliance and SC Conservation Bank can help with easements. 
• Reach out to Amanda Flake (Beaufort County Planner) and Beaufort-Jasper 

water utility to about ways to coordinate with local watershed planning efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5	
	

Midlands/Low Country 
 

• Consider cost-share agreements between water utilities and SC Forestry 
Commission/NRCS to focus human resources on areas of greatest importance 
to water quality. 

• Watershed protection message should be simple and clear = healthy well-
managed forests are good for water quality. 

• Watershed protection actions should be achievable, start small. 
• City of Savannah = has seasoned, passionate staff, source water protection 

map, vision for future. The goal is to maintain 60 percent forest cover. 
Landowners include International Paper, Weyerhaeuser, KC.  Champions 
include SOLO/ACE, Bobby Franklin (Longleaf Alliance). 

• Use data and science to make the case. 
• Landowner outreach and education is important – Belle Baruch at SC Extension 

would be a good partner. 
• Water utilities and others may have misconceptions and incomplete information 

about forestry, forest fires, and logging/forest practices. This represents an 
opportunity. 

• Explore how to compensate landowners for producing high quality drinking 
water, including direct payments and tax incentives. 

• Increase supply of foresters on the ground. 
• Be aware that watershed protection is a long-term proposition that requires 

maintenance. 
• Often need a dedicated staff person to manage the watershed protection effort 

(like Savannah River Fund). 
• Some projects already being funded, such as longleaf pine and prescribed fire 
• Congaree Land Trust is active, and has 60,000 acres protected with 

conservation easements, BMP’s. 
• Conservation Bank is good source of funding for conservation easements. 
• Come up with two or three ways to address threats to forests. 
• Cowassee watershed has some momentum and traction – potential partners 

include Cowassee Basin Task Force, Santee River Task Force, City of Columbia, 
City of Charleston, Santee-Cooper, SCANA, Dept. of Defense (Fort Jackson), 
Dept. of Energy, Millikan, DNR, International Paper, American Forest 
Management, Midlands Council of Government (COG). Need help making the 
case, assessment/science (using existing information/white papers), defining 
success. 

• FERC relicensing process may offer opportunity to collaborate. 
• In Edisto – Charleston Water, City of Aiken, Midlands COG, ACE Basin group, 

Friends of the Edisto. 
• The Nature Conservancy has a GIS model that can be used statewide to help 

focus watershed protection efforts. 
• Investigate the usefulness of the SC Forestry Inventory and Analysis Report (US 

Forest Service) for watershed protection efforts. 
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Upstate: 
 

• Upstate Forever is doing good work on collaborative watershed protection. 
• Upstate has a lot of protected forest lands, primarily in the mountains, such as 

Sumter National Forest, Mountain Bridge, State Parks lands, DNR lands. 
• Duke Energy has proactive watershed programs. 
• Greenville Water has 29,000 acres of protected lands. 
• Other groups that are active include The Nature Conservancy, Upper Saluda 

Consortium, Reedy River Water Quality Group. 
• Watershed plans include Greenville’s Source Water Protection Plan, Upstate 

Forever watershed plans (Saluda-Reedy Watershed Plan), NRCS and DHEC 
have some information on watershed planning and implementation. 

• Clemson University Clearwater Staff – Jeff Allen – may be a good source of 
information. 

• Need education and outreach to upstate landowners – outside of Blue Ridge 
there is poor protection. Land trusts tend to focus on larger parcels for 
protection. A need is keeping smaller parcels (~20 acres) from being converted 
from forest land to other uses. There is a need to educate landowners about 
how they can profitably manage their forest land instead of selling it to 
developers. 

• Many drinking water intakes in lower watershed. 
• High percentage of streams are impaired. 
• Make use of existing GIS and watershed prioritization tools to identify priority 

areas for focusing projects. 
• Conservation easements are often regarded negatively because of permanent 

nature of protection. We can help people understand how conservation 
easements could be helpful and beneficial for keeping forest land from being 
converted. For example, Upstate Forever will have two land protection 
workshops this year that we can publicize to utilities and landowners through 
existing outreach channels. 

• Work with US Forest Service, Duke Energy and DNR to identify priority areas for 
partnering on forest road erosion reduction projects. 

• Share source water protection criteria with conservation groups so they 
understand this piece of the picture. 

• Reach out to county and state road management agencies to develop 
partnerships and projects. 

• Explore possibility of watershed protection information clearinghouse. 
• Explore possibility of having landowners/loggers notify utilities in advance of 

logging activities. 
• Potential funding sources include: USFS Landscape Scale Restoration Grants, 

Broad River Mitigation Trust Fund (from FERC relicensing agreement), Healthy 
Watersheds Consortium Grant Program, SC Conservation Bank, NRCS 
RCPP/EQIP. 
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Appendix A 
South Carolina Forests and Drinking Water Forum Participants 

Name Title Organization Phone Email Address
Andy Fairey Charleston Water System (843) 727-7150 faireyaw@charlestoncpw.com
Angus Lafaye Consultant Forester Milliken Forestry Co, Inc (803) 920-4135 lafaye@millikenforestry.com
Ben Kendall Project Forester South Carolina Forestry Commission (864)321-2021 bkendall@scfc.gov
Beth Richardson Area Forester Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service(803) 534-6280 mrchrds@clemson.edu
Bill Hodgins Senior Water Resources Engineer Center for Watershed Protection (843) 263-8152 wh@cwp.org
Billy Cothran Chief Operating Officer Startex-Jackson Water District (864) 949-2804 bcothran@sjwd.com
Caitlin Burke Projects and Grants Coordinator Conservation Trust for North Carolina (919) 341-4444 caitlin@ctnc.org
Calvin Bailey Regional Forester SC Forestry Commission (843) 908-4593 cbailey@scfc.gov
Chase Folk Project Forester SC Forestry Commission (803) 940-0585 cfolk@scfc.gov
Chris Starker Project Manager Upstate Forever (864) 250-0500 x15 cstarker@upstateforever.org
Chuck Barnes Chief Lake Warden Greer Commission of Public Works (864) 449-4582 Chuck.Barnes@greercpw.com
Clay Chaplin BMP Forester SC Forestry Commission (843) 909-2654 cchaplin@scfc.gov
Daniel McInnis Environmental Issues and Policy Analyst US Forest Service (404) 347-1649 dmcinnis@fs.fed.us
David Bishop Lowcountry Project Director The Nature Conservancy (843) 209-1910 dbishop@tnc.org
Dyke Spencer Executive Director Powdersville Water (864) 404-2101 dspencer@powdersvillewater.org
Ed Saxon General Manager Beaufort Jasper Water & Sewer Authority (843) 987-9249 eds@bjwsa.org
Eric Krueger Director of Science and Stewardship The Nature Conservancy - South Carolina (843) 694-9340 ekrueger@tnc.org
Eric West BMP Forester SC Forestry Commission (843) 382-6955 ericwest.forestry@gmail.com
Frank Holleman President Naturaland Trust (864) 979 9431 fholleman@selcnc.org
Gene Kodama South Carolina State Forester SC Forestry Commission (803) 360-5591 kodama@scfc.gov
George Grinton Director of Engineering & Utilities City of Aiken (803) 642-7610 ggrinton@cityofaikensc.gov
Gerrit Jobsis Senior Director American Rivers (803) 546.7926 gjobsis@americanrivers.org
Guy Sabin Director of Forestry Education & Programs SC Forestry Association (803) 798-4170 gsabin@scforestry.org
Heather Beard State Direcor Amer. Water Works Assoc. (AWWA), SC Chapt. (803) 358-0658 Heather@scawwa.org
Heather Nix Director, Clean Air & Water Program Upstate Forever (864) 250-0500 hnix@upstateforever.org
Herb Nicholson Environmental Program Manager SC Forestry Commission (803) 667-0815 hnicholson@scfc.gov
Holly Welch Piedmont Region BMP Forester SC Forestry Commission (803) 667-0867 hwelch@scfc.gov
James Ferguson Hydrogeologist SC Dept. of Health & Environmental Control (803) 898-3531 fergusjm@dhec.sc.gov
Jason Johnson South Carolina Director The Conservation Fund (803) 422-1408 jjohnson@conservationfund.org
Jeff Lerner Vice President, Conservation Programs American Forests (202) 236-1883 jlerner@americanforests.org
Jeffery Peay Water Plant Superintendent City of Westminster (864) 903-4017 cpwwtp@bellsouth.net
Jeffrey Riggin Forester SC Forestry Commission (803) 940-0980 jriggin@scfc.gov
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South Carolina Forests and Drinking Water Forum Participants 
(continued) 

 
Name Title Organization Phone Email Address
Jerry Bynum State Public Affairs Specialist Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) (803) 253-3045 jerry.bynum@sc.usda.gov
Jill Miller Executive Director SC Rural Water Association (864) 238-0505 jill@scrwa.org
K.C. Price Director of Water Resources Greenville Water (864) 918-4978 kcprice@greenvillewater.com
Kellee Melton Assistant State Conservationist, Programs Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) (803) 765-5681 kellee.melton@sc.usda.gov
Kitty Weisman Consultant (360) 481-2544 Kitty.Weisman@icloud.com
Laila Johnston Winyah Bay Coordinator American Rivers (843) 333-7818 ljohnston@americanrivers.org
Laura Walker Water Resources Environmental Administrator City of Savannah (912) 651-2221 LWalker@Savannahga.Gov
Liz Gilland Urban Forester City of Camden (803) 425-6045 lgilland@camdensc.org
Mark Robertson South Carolina Executive Director The Nature Conservancy (803) 206-7836 mrobertson@tnc.org
Mary Crockett Land Protection Director Congaree Land Trust (803) 988-0000 mary@congareelt.org
Michael Meetze Landowner (803) 518-6121 meetzefarms@aol.com
Michael Weeks West Unit Forester SC Forestry Commission (864) 910-0052 mweeks@scfc.gov
Mike Ney Pee Dee Regional Forester SC Forestry Commission (843) 662-5571 mney@scfc.gov
Mitchell Ellenburg Chief Operator Belton Honea Path Water Authority (864) 369-7442 mitch@bhpwa.com
Peter Stangel Vice President US Endowment for Forestry and Communities (404) 915-2763 peter@usendowment.org
Raymond Peterson Deputy Director for Public Works City of Camden (803) 425-6045 rpeterson@camdensc.org
Reginald Hall Assistant State Conservationist Field Ops Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) (803) 276-1978 x111 reginald.hall@sc.usda.gov
Rip Tafta General Manager Belton Honea Path Water Authority (864) 934-5898 rip@bhpwa.com
Robert Abernathy President The Long Leaf Alliance (803) 480-1849 robert@longleafalliance.org
Robert Chambers NRCS State Forester Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) (803) 432-4174 x108 robert.chambers2@sc.usda.gov
Robert Davis Operations Director Georgetown County Water & Sewer District (843) 237-9727 bobd@gcwsd.com
Robert Olive Source Water Protection Coordinator US EPA Region 4, Atlanta (404) 562-9423 olive.robert@epa.gov
Sarah Hartman Director of Conservation The Nature Conservancy (843) 937-8807 shartman@tnc.org
Scott Hagins Nonpoint Source Coordinator SC Dept. of Health & Environmental Control (803) 898-1584 haginsms@dhec.sc.gov
Stacey Mason District Coordinator Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District (864) 353-0484 spartanburgswcd@yahoo.com
Stuart White Executive Director Congaree Land Trust (803) 988-0000 stuart@congareelt.org
Tim Adams Resource Development Division Director SC Forestry Commission (803) 896-8802 tadams@scfc.gov
Timothy Schumpert Utility Director Town of Batesburg-Leesville, SC (803) 920-4673 tschumpert@batesburg-leesville.org
Wayne Steffen Log Procurement Manager Boise Cascade - Eastern Region (803) 899-9461 tomfever@bellsouth.net
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Appendix B 
Forum Background and Planning 

 
Forum Background 
 
The US Endowment for Forestry and Communities in Greenville, SC is using private 
and USDA Forest Service funding to partner with five southeastern states (Arkansas, 
Georgia, Kentucky, South Carolina and Texas) on a regional project called the 
Southeastern Partnership for Forests and Water. The effort is building on the 
work that South Carolina Rural Water conducted in Greenville, South Carolina in 2012, 
hosting a collaborative forum of drinking water utilities, forestry interests, state and 
local agencies, and conservation groups. The gathering provided information about the 
importance of drinking water source protection, forestry perspectives, and creative 
financing tools for source water protection in forested watersheds. Participants agreed 
that healthy, well-managed forests are critical to the Southeast’s drinking water supply, 
and that maintaining or expanding healthy forests in watersheds is a cost-effective and 
appealing strategy for helping ensure clean, abundant supplies of water. 
  
The goals of the Southeastern Partnership for Forests and Water are to: 

• Help maintain or expand healthy forests in drinking water watersheds 
• Initiate and develop working relationships between state and local agencies, 

Rural Water Associations, forestry interests and conservation groups 
• Identify watersheds and initiatives that have high potential for cooperative forest 

conservation, sound management and restoration 
• Explore pilot projects to implement creative watershed protection strategies 

such as Payment for Watershed Services and forestry best management 
practices, demonstrating the interdependence of healthy forests and drinking 
water. 

To do this the Partnership hired a contractor, Kitty Weisman, to work with drinking 
water, forestry, and conservation partners from March 1, 2014 through February 28th, 
2016 to organize planning meetings in each of the five states with the ultimate goal of 
hosting a collaborative forests and drinking water forum in each state. The forums are 
modeled after the 2012 Greenville, South Carolina forum and are intended to share 
knowledge, available technical resources and assistance, and identify potential target 
watersheds in each state for further cooperative action. 
 
Forum Planning 
 
Several leaders and stakeholders representing drinking water and forestry 
organizations indicated an early interest in helping to plan the second South Carolina 
Forests and Drinking Water Forum, including South Carolina Rural Water Association, 
South Carolina Forestry Association, South Carolina Forestry Commission, US 
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Endowment for Forestry and Communities, and Natural Resource Conservation 
Service.  
 
The planning team decided several key logistical details for the Forum including: 
 

• Keep morning presentations brief and use most of the day to have focused 
facilitated breakout group discussions by watershed/region 

• Ensure that invited participants represented forestry, drinking water utility, and 
conservation group stakeholders in key watersheds 

• Invite high-level leaders to set the tone for the Forum by giving a welcome 
address 

• Invite speakers who could highlight regional watershed protection success 
stories (Savannah, GA and Raleigh, NC) 

• Plan and convene a professional gathering at a quality venue, providing meals 
and snacks with no registration fee 

• Have participants complete a brief survey when they register for the Forum, 
answering questions about watershed activities and needs 

• Use survey responses to help inform and guide breakout group discussions 
• Host a networking social the evening before the Forum to introduce participants 

to each other and foster collaboration 
• Plan on attendance of 45-60 participants, including speakers. 
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Appendix C 
South Carolina Forests & Drinking Water Forum Program 

January 26-27, 2016 
Saluda Shoals Park River Center, Irmo, SC 

 
January 26 
 

6:00 pm Networking Social - Holiday Inn Express Conference Room, 211 
Lanneau Court, Columbia, SC 

 
 

January 27 
 

9:00  Welcome 
Gene Kodama, State Forester, SC Forestry Commission  
Kellee Melton, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 

 
9:15 Introductions and Affiliations - Group  
 
9:30  History of SE Partnership, Forum Goals/ Objectives, Watershed 

Mapping  
Jill Miller - SC Rural Water Association and Herb Nicholson, SC 
Forestry Commission  

 
10:00  Success Stories – What's Working Regionally and Around the 

Country  
Peter Stangel and Kitty Weisman, US Endowment for Forests and 
Communities; Laura Walker, City of Savannah; Caitlin Burke, 
Conservation Trust for North Carolina  

 

10:30� BREAK - Refreshments  
 

10:45� Charge to the Group and Questions - Peter Stangel  
 
11:00� Breakout Groups (facilitated discussion)  
 

12:00� LUNCH 
 

1:00� Reconvene into Breakout Groups (facilitated discussion)  
 
2:30� BREAK - Refreshments 
 
2:45� Breakout Groups Present Key Findings 
 
3:30� Meeting Wrap Up and Action Items - Peter Stangel  
 
4:00 ADJOURN 
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Appendix D 
Registration Survey Response Summary 

	
NOTE	–	Every	region	that	was	represented	in	the	survey	has	at	least	one	organization	that	is	willing	to	
serve	as	a	champion	for	sustainable	forestry	and	source	water	protection	
	
Catawba	Watershed	
	

Available	partners:	
• SC	Dept.	of	Health	&	Environmental	Control,	Duke	Energy,	Catawba-Wateree	Water	

Management	Group	
	

Actions	you	would	like	to	see	to	protect	forests	and	drinking	water:	
• Prevention	of	erosion	and	sediment	into	water	bodies;	prevention	of	algae	blooms;	drought	

monitoring	
	
Low	Country	
	

Available	partners:	
• State	Forestry	BMP	Foresters	
• The	Nature	Conservancy	
• Savannah	River	Clean	Water	Fund	

	

Education	and	Outreach	Programs:	
• TOP	Logger	Program	(SC	Forestry	Association)	

	

Projects	supporting	sustainable	forestry	for	drinking	water	source	protection:	
• Daily	Forestry	BMP	activities	
• Working	forest	easements	
• Savannah	Clean	River	Fund	

	

Actions	you	would	like	to	see	to	protect	forests	and	drinking	water:	
• Improve	use	of	forestry	BMPs,	stream	side	management	zones	
• More	Education	and	Outreach,	Increased	funding	for	BMP	Foresters,	Increased	funding	for	Rural	

Forestry	Assistance	to	private	landowners	
• More	fire;	More	partnering	with	industry	and	conservation;	Protection	of	woodsheds	for	local	

jobs	and	water	
• Obtain	additional	funding	partners	for	the	SRCWF;	Fund	the	science/studies	needed	to	

document	the	water	quality	benefits	gained	by	land	conservation;	Increased	funding	for	science	
based	land	conservation	programs.	

	

Barriers:	
• Lack	of	work	force	
• Misconceptions	about	easements.	Returns	are	greater	for	agriculture	than	timber	resulting	in	

conversion	of	land.		Development	of	industrial	forestlands	in	Coastal	Plain.	
• Getting	SC	Dept.	of	Health	&	Environmental	Control	to	formally	recognize	the	value	of	land	

conservation	programs	in	reducing	nurient	loadings	to	streams/rivers,	etc.	
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Midlands	
	

Available	Partners:	
• US	Forest	Service,	Clemson	Extension	
• SC	Forestry	Commission,	SC	Forestry	Association,	SC	Dept.	of	Natural	Resources	
• Landowners,	Landowner	Organizations/Associations	(mentioned	by	2	people)	
• Professional	Forestry	Organizations,	Local	Utilities	
• Land	Trusts,	Electric	Providers	
• Soil	&	Water	Conservation	District	

	

Education	and	Outreach	Programs:	
• Tree	Farm,	SC	Forestry	Association	
• Landowner	organizations,	TOP	Logger	Training	
• Shaws	Creek	Watershed	Conservation	(City	of	Aiken’s	drinking	water	source)	

	

Projects	supporting	sustainable	forestry	for	drinking	water	source	protection:	
• Tree	Farm,	Forest	Stewardship	Program	
• Environmental	Quality	Incentives	Program	(EQIP)	of	the	USDA	NRCS	
• State	and	federal	projects	
• Shaws	Creek	Watershed	Conservation	(City	of	Aiken’s	drinking	water	source)	

	

Actions	you	would	like	to	see	to	protect	forests	and	drinking	water:	
• Create	additional	markets	for	forest	products.	Eliminate	or	reduce	regulatory	overreach	at	

federal,	state,	and	local	levels.	
• BMP	riparian	zones	be	mandatory	for	50	to	100	feet	or	more	
• Shaws	Creek	Water	Source	Protection	(City	of	Aiken’s	drinking	water	source)	

	

Barriers:	
• Landowner	objectives,	education,	and	values	
• Water	quality	is	not	helped	by	clear	cutting	close	to	creeks	or	rivers	
• Landowner	objectives,	financial	constraints	(bottom	line),	lack	of	knowledge/understanding	

	
Pee	Dee	
	

Available	Partners:	
• American	Rivers,	The	Nature	Conservancy,	SC	Rural	Water	Association,	SC	Coastal	Conservation	

League	
	

Actions	you	would	like	to	see	to	protect	forests	and	drinking	water:	
• have	the	utilities	join	in	on	promoting	source	water	protection	and	commit	to	funding	it	in	our	

region,	increase	planning	for	source	water	protection	i.e.	buffers,	land	protection	for	source	
water	protection	
	

Barriers:	
• It	is	not	a	main	concern	of	the	water	utilities,	water	utilities	have	no	proactive	monitoring	plan	

for	water	quality	and	do	not	have	a	plan	for	what	to	do	in	case	of	contamination	
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Upstate	
	

Available	Partners:	
• Spartanburg	County,	Upstate	Forever	
• Clemson	University	
• Forestry	Endowment,	USDA/NRCS,	SC	Dept.	of	Natural	Resources,	SC	Forestry	Commission,	

various	Land	Trusts	and	other	NGOs	
• Upstate	Forever	(mentioned	by	3	people),	FOLKS,	The	Nature	Conservancy	
• SC	Parks,	Forestry,	US	Endowment	for	Forestry	&	Communities	
• KC	Price	at	Greenville	Water	

	

Education	and	Outreach	Programs:	
• TOP	Logger	Program	(SC	Forestry	Association)	

	

Projects	supporting	sustainable	forestry	for	drinking	water	source	protection:	
• SC	Forestry	Commission’s	BMP's	for	Forestry	

	

Actions	you	would	like	to	see	to	protect	forests	and	drinking	water:	
• Construction	standards,	DOT	issues	
• More	permanent	protections	for	forest	lands,	increased	buffer	requirements	and	more	

enforcement	for	riparian	areas,	better	protections	for	wetlands,	more	mitigation	opportunities	
• Improve	riparian	buffers,	connect	people	with	forest/rivers,	educate	adjacent	property	owners	

on	good	stewardship	
• Enhanced	source	water	protection	education	for	the	general	public	

	

Barriers:	
• Not	enough	funding	
• Solutions	are	often	too	expensive	or	time	consuming,	mitigation	is	often	unavailable	
• Lack	of	environmental	education,	out	of	sight....out	of	mind	

	
Statewide	
	

Available	Partners:	
• Boise	Cascade	Wood	Products	LLC,	Tree	Farm,	Sustainable	Forestry	Initiative	(SFI)	
• Natural	Resources	Conservation	Service	(mentioned	by	2	people)	
• SC	Forestry	Commission	(mentioned	by	3	people)	–	Herb	Nicholson,	staff	
• Conservation	Forestry,	American	Rivers,	White	Oak	Forestry,	land	trusts	(statewide)	
• SC	Dept.	of	Health	&	Environmental	Control,	SC	Rural	Water	Association,	American	Rivers,	Dean	

Moss	(retired	from	Beaufort	Jasper	water	utility)	
• The	Nature	Conservancy	–	staff	include:	Mark	Robertson,	Eric	Krueger,	April	Donnelly,	Sarah	

Hartman,	Maria	Whitehead,	Kristen	Austin,	David	Bishop	
• Upstate	Forever,	Naturaland	Trust,	Save	Our	Saluda,	Friends	of	the	Reedy,	SC	Native	Plant	

Society,	Southern	Environmental	Law	Center,	Sierra	Club,	Chattooga	Conservancy,	SC	DNR,	
Friends	of	Paris	Mountain	State	Park,	SC	Parks,	Recreation	&	Tourism	office,	Friends	of	Lake	
Keowee,	Pickens	Water	System	

• Savannah	River	Watershed	Water	utilities	
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Statewide	(continued)	
	

Education	and	Outreach	Programs:	
• Sustainable	Forestry	Initiative	(SFI)	PEFC	Sourcing	and	Chain	of	Custody	Certification	
• Savannah	River	Clean	Water	Fund	(mentioned	by	2	people)	
• Land	Conservation,	development	of	water	funds,	native	forest	restoration,	watershed	planning,	

prescribed	fire	
• Land	conservation	programs	of	Naturaland	Trust	and	Upstate	Forever,	water	monitoring/stream	

adoption	by	Upstate	Forever	and	Save	Our	Saluda,	319	progams	of	Clemson	Extension	(Cathy	
Reas	Foster)	and	Upstate	Forever	

• Project	Learning	Tree,	TOP	Logger	Program	
	

Projects	supporting	sustainable	forestry	for	drinking	water	source	protection:	
• BMP	compliance	in	harvest	operations	-	Company	funding	as	part	of	our	procurement	

operations	
• Savannah	River	Clean	Water	Fund	(mentioned	by	4	people)	
• There	are	lots	-	SC	Conservation	Bank	is	the	principal	funder	
• Winyah	Bay	Water	Fund	(The	Nature	Conservancy	is	partner	to	American	Rivers	here)	
• Some	NRCS	programs	

	

Actions	you	would	like	to	see	to	protect	forests	and	drinking	water:	
• Less	forest	conversion	to	development,	Loss	of	forest	resource	to	development	
• More	support	for	good	forest	management	from	beneficiaries	of	ecosystem	services	
• Recognition	that	forests	are	important	for	water	quality;	Recognition	that	landowners	should	be	

compensated	for	environmental	protection;	Determining	the	value	of	the	water	quality	
protection	

• Permanently	protect	buffers	along	waterways	(100-300	feet).	Create	incentives	for	maintaining	
herbaceous	understory.			

• investments	by	the	state	of	SC	in	source	water	protection;	investments	by	water	utilities	in	
source	water	protection;	adoption	of	sustainable	forestry	practices	that	provide	permanent	
source	water	protections.	

• A	Source	Water	Protection	law	with	teeth	and	funding	incentives.	
• Adoption	of	water	funds	in	at	least	2	watersheds	(Savannah	and	one	other);	completion	of	the	

statewide	water	resource	assessment;	adoption	of	forest	product	certification	
• Protection	of	key	forest	blocks	and	waterfront	buffers;	expansion	of	state	parks	and	DNR	

protected	areas;	systematic	efforts	to	eliminate	sources	of	water	pollution,	including	stronger	
stormwater	regulations	

• Conservation	easements	with	terms	that	promote	forest	and	water	quality	BMPs,	expanded	
buffer	practices,	funding	to	incentivize	more	extensive	BMP	use	

• Funding	to	landowners	to	protect	(easements)	working	forests	that	are	important	to	water	
quality	from	conversion	to	non-forest	uses;	funding	for	landowners	to	improve	management	of	
their	forests	to	benefit	water	quality;	forestry	and	water	communities	working	cooperatively	to	
raise	awareness	about	the	importance	of	forests	to	water	quality	and	quantity	
	

	

Barriers:	
• Public	understanding	of	existing	management	practices	pertaining	to	logging/harvesting	

operations.	Public	education	concerning	causes	that	are	detrimental	to	water	quality	and	the	
associated	data	which	supports	those	issues	

• Landowner	bears	all	costs	and	responsibility	
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• Lack	of	valuing	a	landowners	commitment	to	good	stewardship	
• Funding	for	land	protection	
• Apathy	by	water	systems,	land	owners,	regulators	and	the	general	public	
• Funding	mechanisms	that	engage	water	utilities;	reaching	large	numbers	of	private	forest	

landowners	
• Limits	of	funding;	no	one	has	done	the	economic	research	to	come	up	with	guide	lines	as	to	per	

acre	price	of	land	that	can	be	supported	long	term	by	sustainable	forestry	
• Funding,	discontinuities	in	BMP	practice	among	landowners	in	a	watershed	
• Lack	of	awareness	about	value	provided	by	forests	in	watersheds;	competing	financial	demands	

for	water	utilities	(grey	infrastructure);	recognition	and/or	incentives	for	forest	owners	for	the	
good	work	they	do	to	benefit	water	quality	

	
Other	(nation-wide,	federal)	
	

Available	Partners:	
• US	Environmental	Protection	Agency	
• USDA	Natural	Resource	Conservation	Service	
• US	Forest	Service	

	

Education	and	Outreach	Programs:	
• Healthy	Watersheds	Consortium	(EPA/US	Endowment	for	Forestry	&	Communities)	
• DW	MAPS	is	a	new	EPA	mapping	program	that	can	be	used	to	coordinate	drinking	water/source	

water	protection	activities.		Public	version	available	early	2016.		
• Keeping	Forests	in	Forests	(US	Forest	Service)	

	

Projects	supporting	sustainable	forestry	for	drinking	water	source	protection:	
• Urban	Waters	Grants	(US	EPA)	
• NRCS	Funding	
• Several	projects	through	USFS	State	and	Private	Forestry	grants	including	Landscape	Scale	

Restoration	Competitive	Grants	and	Joint	Chiefs	Landscape	Scale	Restoration	Initiative	
	

Actions	you	would	like	to	see	to	protect	forests	and	drinking	water:	
• Protect	more	forestland;	Restore	degraded	forestlands;	integrate	forest	conservation	with	local	

planning	and	development	decisions	
• Designate	which	forest	areas	are	within	a	source	water	protection	area.		BMPs	for	forestry	
• Communication	between	forest	owners	and	water	planners.	Funding	for	forest	buffers	in	source	

water	protection	areas	
• Better	communication	between	ALL	stakeholders,	identification	of	critical	target	watersheds,	

and	more	strategic	use	of	available	funding	for	projects	across	the	landscape	
	

Barriers:	
• Emphasis	on	meeting	water	quality	standards	rather	than	strategic	landscape	conservation	

which	can	help	meet	water	quality	goals,	but	also	provide	other	benefits	
• People	don't	know	where	the	source	water	protection	areas	are	located.		Not	all	local	entities	

are	moving	forward	with	source	water	protection.		They	have	their	hands	full	with	numerous	
daily	tasks	

• Funding,	not	all	"players"	are	at	the	table	(forestry	consultants,	land	use	planners,	legislatures,	
etc.),	poor	communication	and	outreach	to	the	public	on	the	importance	of	forests	to	drinking	
water,	unwillingness	to	pay	for	ecosystem	services
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Appendix E 
Watershed Protection Success Factors 

 


